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struct and lead, has grown more and more unclouded, 
more and more certain of what it is that they are fighting 
for. National purposes have fallen more and more into 
the background and the common purpose of enlightened 
mankind has taken their place. The counsels of plain 
men have become on all hands more simple and straight- 
forward and more unified than the counsels of sophisti- 
cated men of affairs, who still retain the impression that 
they are playing a game of power and playing for high 
stakes. That is why I have said that this is a peoples' 
war, not a statesmen's. Statesmen must follow the 
clarified common thought or be broken. 

I take that to be the significance of the fact that as- 
semblies and associations of many kinds made up of 
plain workaday people have demanded, almost every 
time they came together, and are still demanding, that 
the leaders of their Governments declare to them plainly 
what it is, exactly what it is, that they are seeking in 
this war, and what they think the items of the final 
settlement should be. They are not yet satisfied with 
what they have been told. They still seem to fear that 
they are getting what they ask for only in statemen's 
terms, — only in the terms of territorial arrangements 
and divisions of power, and not in terms of broad-vi- 
sioned justice and mercy and peace and the satisfaction 
of those deep-seated longings of oppressed and distracted 
men and women and enslaved peoples that seem to them 
the only things worth fighting a war for that engulfs the 
world. Perhaps statesmen have not always recognized 
this changed aspect of the whole world of policy and 
action. Perhaps they have not always spoken in direct 
reply to the questions asked because they did not know 
how searching those questions were and what sort of 
answers they demanded. 

But I, for one, am glad to attempt the answer again 
and again, in the hope that I may make it clearer and 
clearer that my one thought is to satisfy those who 
struggle in the ranks and are, perhaps above all others, 
entitled to a reply whose meaning no one can have any 
excuse for misunderstanding, if he understands the lan- 
guage in which it is spoken or can get someone to trans- 
late it correctly into his own. And I believe that the 
leaders of the Governments with which we are associated 
will speak, as they have occasion, as plainly as I have 
tried to speak. 1 hope that they will feel free to say 
whether they think that I am in any degree mistaken in 
my interpretation of the issues involved or in my pur- 
pose with regard to the means by which a satisfactory 
settlement of those issues may be obtained. Unity of 
purpose and of counsel are as imperatively necessary in 
this war as was unity of command in the battlefield ; and 
with perfect unity of purpose and counsel will come as- 
surance of complete victory. It can be had in no other 
way. "Peace drives" can be effectively neutralized and 
silenced only by showing that every victory of the nations 
associated against Germany brings the nations nearer 
the sort of peace which will bring security and reassur- 
ance to all peoples and make the recurrence of another 
such struggle of pitiless force and bloodshed forever im- 
possible, and that nothing else can. Germany is con- 
stantly intimating the "terms" she will accept; and 
always finds that the world does not want terms. Tt 
wishes the final triumph of justice and fair dealing. 



LABOR DAY, 1918 

President Wilson's Address 

Labor Day, 1918, is not like any Labor Day that we 
have known. Labor Day was always deeply signifi- 
cant with us. Now it is supremely significant. Keenly 
as we were aware a year ago of the enterprise of life and 
death upon which the nation had embarked, we did not 
perceive its meaning as clearly as we do now. We knew 
that we were all partners and must stand and strive 
together, but we did not realize, as we do now, that we 
are all enlisted men, members of a single army, of many 
parts and many tasks, but commanded by a single ob- 
ligation, our faces set toward a single object. We now 
know that every tool in every essential industry is a 
weapon and a weapon wielded for the same purpose that 
an army rifle is wielded — a weapon which if we were to 
lay down no rifle would be of any use. 

And a weapon for what ? What is the war for? Why 
are we enlisted ? Why should we be ashamed if we were 
not enlisted? At first it seemed hardly more than a 
war of defense against the military aggression of Ger- 
many. Belgium had been violated, Prance invaded, and 
Germany was afield again, as in 1870 and 1866, to work 
out her ambitions in Europe, and it was necessary to 
meet her force with force. But it is clear now that it 
is much more than a war to alter the balance of power 
in Europe. Germany, it is now plain, was striking at 
what free men everywhere desire and must have — the 
right to determine their own fortunes, to insist upon 
justice, and to oblige governments to act for them and 
not for the private and selfish interest of a governing 
class. It is a war to make the nations and peoples of the 
world secure against every such power as the German 
autocracy represents. It is war of emancipation. Not 
until it is won can men anywhere live free from con- 
stant fear or breathe freely while. they go about their 
daily tasks and know that governments are their serv- 
ants, not their masters. 

This is, therefore, the war of all wars which labor 
should support and support with all its concentrated 
power. The world cannot be safe, men's lives cannot 
be secure, no man's rights can be confidently and suc- 
cessfully asserted against the rule and mastery of ar- 
bitrary groups and special interests so long as govern- 
ments like that which after long premeditation drew 
Austria and Germany into this war are permitted to 
control the destinies and the daily fortunes of men and 
nations, plotting while honest men work, laying the 
fires of which innocent men, women and children are 
to be the fuel. 

You know the nature of this war. It is a war which 
industry must sustain. The army of laborers at home 
is as important, as essential, as the army of fighting men 
in the far fields of actual battle, and the laborer is 
needed as much as the soldier. It is his war. The 
soldier is his champion and representative. To fail 
to win would be to imperil everything that the la- 
borer has striven for and held dear since freedom first 
had its dawn and its struggle for justice began. The 
soldiers at the front know this. It steels their muscles 
to think of it. They are crusaders. They are fighting 



270 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



October 



for no selfish advantage for their own, nation. They 
would despise anyone who fought for the selfish ad- 
vantage of any nation. They are giving their lives 
that homes everywhere as well as the homes they 
love in America may be kept sacred and safe, and 
men everywhere be free, as they insist upon being free. 
They are fighting for the ideals of their own land — 
great ideals, immortal ideals, ideals which shall light 
the way for all men to the places where justice is done 
and men live with lifted heads and emancipated spirits. 
That is the reason they fight with solemn joy and are 
invincible. 

Let us make this, therefore, a day of fresh compre- 
hension, not only for what we are about and of renewed 
and clear-eyed resolution, but a day of consecration also 
in which we devote ourselves without pause or limit to 
the great task of setting our own country and the whole 
world free to render justice to all and of making it 
impossible for small groups of political rulers anywhere 
to disturb our peace or the peace of the world or in 
any way to make tools and puppets of those upon whose 
consent and upon whose power their own authority and 
their own very existence depend. 

We may count upon each other. The nation is of a 
single mind. It is taking counsel with no special class. 
It is serving no private or single interest. Its own mind 
has been cleared and fortified by these days, which burn 
the dross away. The light of a new conviction has pen- 
etrated to every class amongst us. "We realize as we 
never realized before that we are comrades dependent 
upon one another, irresistible when united, powerless 
when divided. And so we join hands to lead the world 
to a new and better day. 



THE MEASURE OF A PERMANENT PEACE 

By GEORGE CREEL 
Chairman of the Committee' on Public Information 

Public opinion stands recognized as a vital part of 
national defense, a mighty force in national attack. 
The strength of the firing-line is not in trench or barri- 
cade alone, but has its source in the morale of the civilian 
population from which the fighting force is drawn. 

Disunity and disloyalty tear at the very heart of 
courage. The Committee on Public Information fights 
ignorance, misunderstanding and disaffection. It works 
for the maintenance of morale by every process of stim- 
ulation. 

This war is not the war of an administration, nor yet 
the war of an army, or the war of a navy. It is the 
war of 105,000,000 people. Not ^Republican, nor Demo- 
crat, nor Jew, nor Gentile, nor rich, nor poor, nor white, 
nor black, but 105,000,000 Americans, called upon 
equally to serve and sacrifice. They are entitled to 
report, explanation and understanding — and only if this 
sense of participation is not given will whole-hearted 
support be lacking. 

It is in this belief that the work of the committee has 
been carried on. To its banners it has rallied all that is 
fine and ardent in the civilian population, until today 
it directs the activities of over 125,000 expert fighters 
in the field of public opinion. 



There are the 75,000 volunteer members of the Four 
Minute Men, carrying the burning arrow into every 
corner of America; 9,000 other trained speakers for 
specific purposes ; 3,000 of the leading writers and his- 
torians of the United States, who prepare the pamphlets 
and articles that set down war causes and war aims ; all 
the great artists of America, donating the posters and 
paintings that thrill and inspire; the thousands of 
advertising experts, who prepare the appeals of govern- 
ment for insertion in the donated space procured by 
their energy ; there is the whole motion-picture industry 
standing squarely at our back. 

I say to you today that the fight for public opinion 
has been won, not only in the neutral countries of the 
earth, but in the United States as well. There is no 
organized disloyalty. 

Individual disloyalty has been isolated and marked 
down and the full force of law is destroying it. 

There is no apathy. Not a single request of govern- 
ment but has met with instant and enthusiastic response. 
The people of America are behind America to the limit. 
We have unity in the land today — unity unexampled in 
the history of this or any other nation. But nothing is 
more true than that this unity must be maintained if we 
are to win. 

It has been said often, but it cannot be said too often, 
that there is more than one kind of fighting. There 
is the heroic endeavor of the firing line, but there is 
the no less heroic endeavor of the factory and the field, 
the shop and the home. 

It has been said often, but it cannot be said too often, 
that every man, woman, and child in the United States 
is called to the colors ho less than the soldier and sailor. 
Those who defend our inner lines may serve America as 
valiantly, if less gloriously, as those who go over the top 
to victory or death. 

This war cannot be lost in France. The courage of 
Bunker Hill and Gettysburg have been tested anew by 
flame and gas at Cantigny and Chateau-Thierry. Today 
the indomitable courage of our soldiers not only thrills 
the heart of the nation, but is poured like wine into the 
war weary veins of France and Italy and England. 

This war can only be lost in the United -States. We 
can lose only if we fail our soldiers and sailors in any 
way or in any degree. Mere sacrifice is not enough. 
Deprivation is a half-way measure unless accompanied 
by a very flame of faith and the very extreme of energy 
and effort. Saving may not be permitted to stand as 
any substitute for service. 

Each new day brings us news from the battle fronts 
of France that is thrilling and inspiring. The initia- 
tive is in the hands of General Foch. It is the Germans 
who are retreating, the Germans who are now wondering 
where the next blow will fall. And under these blows 
the German morale is shattering and the German line 
is breaking. Ultimate victory is as certain as the coming 
of the dawn, but in the very joy of present successes 
there is a' danger that is as menacing as German arms. 

We are a nation of optimists. This has been our 
strength but we must take care that it is not our weak- 
ness. Already, from numberless sources, we are receiv- 
ing information that proves that the disintegrating 
forces of over-confidence are at work. People are say- 



